The last weekly return of the Registrar-General shows a slight farther increase in the death-rate from diarrhoea in the twenty-eight large English towns, notwithstanding the decline in the temperature. The annual death-rate from this cause in these towns, which had steadily increased in the preceding four weeks from TO to 3*2 per 1,000, further rose to 3*7 in the week ending the 8th instant ; the rate during the latter week was equal to 3 9 in London (showing a decline from the rate in the previous week), and ranged upwards in the twenty-seven provincial towns to 4-6 in Sunderland, 5 5 in Leeds, 7'2 in Salford, 10*0 in Leicester, and 1T4 in Preston. High as are some of these diarrhoea rates in English towns, they appeared low when compared with the rates from the same cause in many continental and foreign cities. The above-mentioned weekly return affords the means for calculating the recent death-rate from diarrhoea in several of the large foreign cities, from which it appears that the rate was equal to 3 4 in Paris and 3-7 in Brussels, or slightly below the rate in London. In St. Petersburg the rate in the week ending July 25th was 8*8, and in the preceding week it was 4-7 in Stockholm. A marked excess is shown in most of the German and Austrian cities. In Berlin, during the week ending July 18th, the rate from diarrhoeal diseases alone was 210 per 1,000 ; while in the following week it was 18 0 in Breslau, 5 8 in Hamburg, in Dresden. In the week ending the 1st instant it was 4 5 in Vienna and 12 8 in Munich. In Venice rate was 6-4 in the week ending July 18th. Iu the American cities furnishing returns, remarkably high rates from this cause are also reported. In the week ending July 11th the rate was 17*8 in New York and 20 1 in Brooklyn ; and in the following week it was 8*5 in Philadelphia and 9'2 in Baltimore.
As summer diarrhoea is mainly fatal among infants, the value of these figures for comparative purposes is, to some extent, discounted by the varying proportions of young children in the population of the different cities. The variations in the rates, hoivever, are far too wide to be even largely due to this cause. That the causes of this diarrhoeal mortality are rather sanitary than meteorological may fairly be concluded from the fact that so northerly a city as St. Petersburg is suffering more severely therefrom than Vienna, Venice, and other towns in comparatively southern climes.?Lancet, Aug. 15.
